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2nd Call for Papers 

57th International Conference of the Linguistic Society of Papua New Guinea (LSPNG 2026) 

Theme: Sustaining Melanesia’s Linguistic Heritage 

Dates: 22–23 September 2026 

Venue: National Research Institute (NRI) Conference Centre  

 

About the Conference 

The Linguistic Society of Papua New Guinea (LSPNG) will convene its 57th International Conference on 

22–23 September 2026. The event, hosted by the University of Papua New Guinea, will once again feature 

hybrid virtual sessions at the National Research Institute (NRI) Conference Center. 

Since its establishment in 1967, LSPNG has been committed to the study, preservation, and promotion of 

the indigenous languages of the South Pacific. These languages embody traditional knowledge systems and 

practices that form the foundation of Melanesian culture. 

The 2026 theme, Sustaining Melanesia’s Linguistic Heritage, extends this overarching mission to view it 

through the lens of related sub-themes: 

• Language work in Papua New Guinea: 50 Years and Beyond 

• Indigenous Languages of Melanesia in the Age of AI 

• The Role of Indigenous Languages in Nation Building 

• Our Languages – Our World 

• Cultivating the Next Generation of Melanesian Linguists 

• Early Bilingual Childhood Education (EBCE) in PNG 

• Languages for Education, etc. 

Scope 

LSPNG 2026 provides a platform for exchanging ideas on the future of Melanesia’s indigenous languages, 

with a particular focus on their promotion through both formal and informal education amid rapid socio-

economic and technological change. 

LSPNG 

Founded 1967 
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We invite papers on: 

• Papuan and Austronesian linguistics 

• Creole languages of Melanesia, including Tok Pisin (PNG), Bislama (Vanuatu), Solomon Islands 

Pijin, and Torres Strait Creole (Australia) 

• Applied linguistics in related fields, such as language education and communication in the Age of AI 

While the scope is broad, preference will be given to contributions that address the promotion and 

sustainability of Melanesia’s linguistic heritage. 

Abstract Submission Guidelines 

• Presentation length: 20 minutes 

• Abstracts: Maximum 400 words, fitting on one A4 page (including references and examples) 

• Formatting: Anonymous, minimum 12-point font, submitted in Word format 

• File naming: Begin with LSPNG2026, followed by an underscore and the first author’s surname  

o Example: LSPNG2026_surname 

• Review: All abstracts will be evaluated by the Program Committee 

• Submission: Send electronically in Word format to lspng2026@gmail.com 

Suggestions for preparing your abstract: 

• Title: Choose a clear and precise title that reflects the essence of your presentation. This will help us 

group papers into thematically cohesive sessions. 

• Main Argument: Clearly state the central point or argument of your presentation. 

• Significance: Summarize the importance and contribution of your research. 

Deadline: Abstracts must be submitted by August 10, 2026. Authors will be notified of acceptance within 

two weeks of submission. 

 

Conference Proceedings 

LSPNG 2026 Proceedings will be published on the Language & Linguistics in Melanesia (LLM) website: 

www.langlxmelanesia.com 

 

Registration Fees 

• Conference Fee: 100 Kina 

• Annual LSPNG Membership Fee: 150 Kina 

Both fees are required for participation this year. 

 

http://www.langlxmelanesia.com/
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Program 

The conference program will be posted on the LLM website by mid-September 2026. 

 

LSPNG 2026 Conference Organizing Committee 

 
 
 


